The " Arabic" Incident

" The urgent question of our mercantile and passenger
shipping is closely connected with the problem of national
supply. The full development of our national industries, which
is .of such vital importance to the nation, pressingly calls for
a large commercial fleet. It is high time to make good our de-
ficiencief on this head and to restore the independence of our
commerce on the high seas,"
In this message may be recognized the second important
point in the Presidential programme for the next election.
" Peace and Preparedness " was to be the battle-cry of the
Democratic Party. The Mexican imbroglio of 1913-14 had proved
that the armed forces of the United States were unequal even
to the demands of a comparatively small campaign; and the
American Government, for lack of means, had been unable
to impose its will on Mexico, Now the European War stirred all
imaginations and offered a favourable occasion for overcoming
the prejudices of the pacifist section against military arma-
ments. It was not so long since the song " I didn't raise my
boy to be a soldier/' was sung with fervour all the land over ;
but now events had too clearly proved the powerlessness of
any but well-armed nations even to follow their own lines of
policy; and the necessity of a mercantile marine of their own
grew daily clearer to the people of the United States. Hitherto
the Americans had always found enough of foreign vessels
for the transport of their goods, had found it cheaper to make
use of these facilities than to supply their own under the con-
ditions existing in the States. Now, however, the shortage
of merchant tonnage was acute, and American goods were piled
roof high in all the warehouses of New York harbour. It was
clear that now or never was the time to sei^e the chance afforded
by the war of persuading Congress to sanction the provision
of a strong Army and Fleet.
The Presidential message also touched on the '* conspiracies/*
but without any mention of the German Embassy's supposed
share in them. The period of these so-called '* conspiracies "
thus closed with a sharp reprimand addressed by Mr. Wilso#
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